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Summary of reasons for decision: 


The Chief Censor determined that this film should be received for classification, following a 
complaint from a concerned member of the public. The complainant felt the M rating was 
inappropriate, outlining content of supernatural horror and violence. They were particularly 
concerned at the portrayal of an abusive relationship between two of the characters, and a character 
who had killed his family. The film was cross-rated in July 2016 by the New Zealand Film and Video 
Labelling Body from its Australian rating of M, with a note for violence and offensive language. 
‘Suicide Squad’ is a U.S. superhero action film based on the characters and stories of the DC Comics. 
A government agency assembles Task Force X, a dispensable team of imprisoned supervillains, to 
carry out a dangerous anti-terrorist mission in exchange for clemency. The film features some well- 
known actors, spectacular action scenes and an appealing soundtrack of popular music. The film 
requires restriction due to its treatment of sex, horror, cruelty and violence. The combination of 
menacing characters, depictions of cruelty, torture and abuse, and the relendess violence would be 
frightening, shocking and disturbing to younger children. Older children may well feel able to cope 
with this material given its fantastical nature, however there is risk in exposing children to such 
matters as entertainment. The sheer extent of cruelty and violence has an inuring effect, which would 
adversely affect the healthy emotional and social development of children. Regarding the Joker and 
Harley, a level of maturity is required to critique the complexities of this abusive adult relationship. 
Not only is Harley objectified by men but her lover treats her with a combination of affection, 
manipulation and physical cruelty. Impressionable children may be confused by this or be inclined to 
view this dynamic as normal. As an iconic character, it is likely that younger viewers will favour the 
Joker and regard the abusive treatment of women as acceptable. While some other M-rated 
superhero films contain a comparable degree of violence, they lack the compounding sexually abusive 
themes, the moral ambiguity around criminal behaviour, and the overlay of pervasive cruelty. The 
violence in ‘Suicide Squad’ is relendess and the cmelty is sadistic, even sexualised. There is no clear 
delineation of good and evil, and crime and violence are presented as acceptable in certain 
circumstances. This is likely to have a negative effect on the attitudes of children toward criminal and 
violent behaviour. An M classification makes the film available to children and indicates that there is 
no likelihood of injury to them. In this case the Classification Office considers that the likelihood of 
injury to children is too great for the film to be unrestricted. The Office has considered the provisions 
of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and the need to impose the least restrictive limitation on 
the right to freedom of expression. Given the limited degree of the actual violence, the 
superhero/fantasy theme and other pop-culture elements that would appeal to teenagers, it would be 
unreasonable to restrict the film from them. Most teenagers are less likely to be negatively affected by 
the stronger content and have the sensibilities to process it as fiction. A restriction to teenagers is 
justified and the minimum restriction available in order to prevent injury to the public good.The film 
features some well-known actors, spectacular action scenes and an appealing soundtrack of popular 
music. The film requires restriction due to its treatment of sex, horror, cruelty and violence. The 
combination of menacing characters, depictions of cruelty, torture and abuse, and the relendess 
violence would be frightening, shocking and disturbing to younger children. Older children may well 
feel able to cope with this material given its fantastical nature, however there is risk in exposing 
children to such matters as entertainment. The sheer extent of cruelty and violence has an inuring 
effect, which would adversely affect the healthy emotional and social development of children. 
Regarding the joker and Harley, a level of maturity is required to critique the complexities of this 
abusive adult relationship. Not only is Harley objectified by men but her lover treats her with a 
combination of affection, manipulation and physical cruelty. Impressionable children may be 
confused by this or be inclined to view this dynamic as normal. As an iconic character, it is likely that 
younger viewers will favour the Joker and regard the abusive treatment of women as acceptable. 

While some other M-rated superhero films contain a comparable degree of violence, they lack the 
compounding sexually abusive themes, the moral ambiguity around criminal behaviour, and the 
overlay of pervasive cruelty. The violence in ‘Suicide Squad’ is relendess and the cruelty is sadistic, 
even sexualised. There is no clear delineation of good and evil, and crime and violence are presented 
as acceptable in certain circumstances. This is likely to have a negative effect on the attitudes of 
children toward criminal and violent behaviour. An M classification makes the film available to 
children and indicates that there is no likelihood of injury to them. In this case the Classification 



Office considers that the likelihood of injury to children is too great for the film to be unrestricted. 
The Office has considered the provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and the need to 
impose the least restrictive limitation on the right to freedom of expression. Given the limited degree 
of the actual violence, the superhero/fantasy theme and other pop-culture elements that would 
appeal to teenagers, it would be unreasonable to restrict the film from them. Most teenagers are less 
likely to be negatively affected by the stronger content and have the sensibilities to process it as 
fiction. A restriction to teenagers is justified and the minimum restriction available in order to prevent 
injury to the public good. 



